THE NATO DISPLAY

Netherlands
Anniversary Supersonically Marked

—at Soesterberg : a

ITH a commandant, three pilots, one staff sergeant-

major and one flying machine (the “Brik™), the first

unit of the Netherlands Air Force was formed mt
Soesterberg in July, 1913, And it was ar Soesterberg, in the
pleasant wooded country north-east of Urrecht, that much
of the 4oth anniversary celebrations of the Service—now the
Royal Netherlands Air Force—took place in July, 1953—
last Saturday, the 18th.

This year's NATO Air Display formed the most spectacular
item of these celebrations, It brought participation from the
AAF.C.E. nations in a varied, inspiring, four-hour aviation show
and brought to the small wllagt of Soesterberg some 275,000
people from all parts of the Netherlands—in almost Farnborough
fashion—to view this re X:::znmtwc display of NATO air Emner
and 1o celebrate their Air Force's anniversary with the Service
itsell. Guests of honour at Soesterberg were Her Majesty Queen
Juliana and H.R.H. Prince Bernhard.

To o the show, two clusters of dors in the sky—one low,
oné high-—could be seen approaching from the east. At about
2ooft, B gaggle of 14 yellow Piper Cubs first buzzed seli-impor-
tantly across the field, streaming the national flags of the NATO
countries behind them. As the last one passed the royal enclosure,
a tribute to the other aspect of the occasion was seen, as Harvards
of the Royal Netherlands Air Force, together forming a perfect
“go0," droned high and steady above. The weather, dull and
showery, wus not promising.

A silent, impeccable demonstmation of fnmt:nn gliding
followed, given by three Netherlands sailplanes, while a fourth
abliged ‘W'I'I:h solo acrobatics, After powered acrobatics by red,
white and bluc-nosed Harvards, a number of individual demonstra-

tions were given, by awrcraft which included a Percival Provost
(flown by R. GG. Wheldon), Saab Safir (“its range," stated the
commentator, “'is 650 stanc miles"), Percival Pembroke (with

]J. F. Amold ar the controls), and the smart, fast and French
Morane Saulnier Fleuret jet trainer, A flick roll immediately after
take-off and & fc:u'mmc-lu-uk.mg tail-slide were the arresting
features of the ycllow Fokker S.11"s display, by Capt. Sonderman.
Contrasting colour schemes were noticed in the subseguent
furmlnnm. by !I:.I-#’L‘ﬂn Sen Funes with omnge cowlings, red-
tanked slver hunderiers, and red-and-white diamond
nﬁm'u:d Metcor 8s, all of the Royal Netherlands Air Foree,
A varied progamme continued with a flash-back o the days of
1913, a veteran French Caudron making a purposeful, slow, be-
strutted and braced flight across the airfield, to the cheers of the
costumed occupants of two horse-drawn coaches and two vintage
cars, Alwo crossing the field at the same time was one of K.L.M's
new turbo-compound Super Constellations, its clegant, willowy

Marking the 40th
anniversary of the
Royal Netherlands
Air Force: the Ser-
vice's  Harvards
fiy ever the Neth- =
erlonds flag. i

shape pointing the 4o-year contrast extremely effectively.

Helicopters, naturally, were not omitted from the NMATO
show. Four types performed, in two te items: they
were an all-yellow S-51 named Jezebel and be nngi.nﬁ to the Royal
Metherlands MNavy; the bedstead-like Djinn from France; and a
Hiller and an 5-55 of the British Mavy., Of these, the bizarre little
Dijinn undoubtedly ook pride of place, with an incredibly agile
and rasping performance over the heads of those in the royal
enclosure. In strict mmphan{.‘t with R.N. madition, a trouserless
rating dangled beneath the -55 as it lumbered past.

This was not the Royal Nayy’s only contribution to “'the NATO
Acrial-Feast of Socsterberg™ quoted by one British visitor, with
more enthusiasm than precision in translation, from the official
programme. Clean-looking Attackers, a group of four, had earlier
J|:|:u:mr-:«cl but instead of the aerobatic display listed contented

sms¢lves with straight tuns across the field, Four R.N. Sky-
raiders also performed, one giving o low individun] demonstration.
The Seahawks of 808 “Ace of Diamonds" squadron, flying from
Valkenburg, formed the British Navy’s final item, their formation
rolls an especially polished part of their S8-munute acrobatic
demonstration.

By this tume the weather had improved markedly, and the sun
shone from a blue sky enlivencd only with fair-weather cumulus.
The crowds streiched on all sides of the airfield, and dotted here
and there in the ree-tops of the surrounding woods could be seen
the heads of additional scattered spectators. Behind the royal
enclosure, the Boy Scouts forming the barrier line relaxed and
screencd the sun from their eves as they watch=d the sky; nearby
u.;crn-_ seated the U.S.AF, band, who had earlier that day been

'] ,

Z hmm and Thunderjers have for some time formed the back-
bone of NATO fighter squadrons, and two excellent acrobatic
dizplays were those given by the Meteur 85 of the Belgian Air
Force and the F-848 of the Imalian Air Force, In pddition, o
demonstration by Danish F-845 showed various armament loads
which could be carried.

Spectacle of a different rype was provided by the mass parachute-
drops of some 240 airborne troops. The drops were made from

Thundering and Huntering at the NATO disploy: (Left) Four F-84 Thundefjets of the ltalion Air Force perform. (Right) Agoin Duke does it—steoling
the show and bringing the crowd to their feet in the doy’s lowest, fastest run.
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In the sky ot Sossterberg: (Top feft) The Belgion Meteor 8 oerobotic team. (Top right) The huge, lone B-36 which preceded the B-47 Stratojets,
geen below it. (Bottom left) The twisting, rosping gyrotions of the 5.0, 1220 Djinn were performed immediately obove the royal enclasure.
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5 Fairchild Packets of the Belgian Air Force and two Dutch
Dakoras, in two runs over the field. So close was the spacing
that several pairs of parachutists were seen to be respectively
entangled during the drops, although they had separated by the
tume the ground was reached.

The next shapes to be seen over Soesterberg were those of
four Bocing KC-g7 tankers of the ULS.A.F., trailing their long,
finned refuelling booms. Three Marcel Dassault Ouragans then
ook off to begin a superbly staged and timed acrobatic demonstra-
tion, both in formation and individually, A serics of low-alutude
manieuvres showed well the Ouragan’s long nose and the vividly
striped tip-tanks of these particular machines. An cspecially
notable part of the French machines” display was the precision
with which solo and formation mineuvres were co-ordinated,
the individua) aireralt coming round to join up again in well-
judged, curving low runs.

Back again to straight wings next, but no lack of sleck clegance,
as three boxes cach of four Canberras slid overhead ar sooft. One
group pecled round to land at Socsterberg, displaying to advan:-
age the machines’ smooth grey and black finish, The tempo then
quickened, as an R.A.F. Venom from 2nd A.T.A.F. rose to give a
brisk, screaming display of almost everything in the book, plus a
few items extra and uncatalogued, As the crowds on the far side
of the airfield waved a white handkerchicf-and-programme
weleome to the in-taxying Canberras, the Venom concluded
with a fast inverted run, climbing rolls and an ourside turn.

The tumn of the heavies followed. First, a single British-based
B-so, followed by the wide-spanning outline of a lone, decply-
roaring B-36, its ten power-plants thrusting the huge machine
through the sky in powerful and impressive manner, Now to the
¢ast appeared long heavy black mrails, spreading behind the small-
secming shapes that grew larger and nearer, to be identified as
B-47s. Fifteen of the long, thin Stratojets there were, their
questing swept shapes making one of the afternoon’s most unfor-
gettable sights. As they crossed the airfield and smoked away into
the ddi-amm, Neville Duke :h the iyi:nlﬂ tnok#nﬁ. swept round in
o wide bank, ond disa rapidly upwar : e

Low-altitude formation flying by R.A.F. Vampires, finishing
with a formation landing, preceded the take-off of the French
Mystére, The possibility of two supersonic displays was ruled
out as the French pilot did not climb, but circled smartly to give
a general fast, low-level throw-around, including precision rolls
and an inverted run across the ficld—altogether @ vigorous and
effective performance.

Looking up into the sky, now hazing over, onc could see the
Hunter, a fast-moving dot high above. A vapour-pufl indicated
the transition to supersonic speed, bur conditions were such that
no bang was heard a1 Soesterberg.  After whining down across the
pirfield at about 6,000ft, Duke made a wide circuit to the north-
east, and then the Hunter was seen in head-on view, lining up for
a run pas=t the crowds at what was obviously to be o very high
sperd mdeed,

The small silhouerre enl , silentdy, and then the smooth,
glistening machine—excellently placed just in front of and above
the front row of spectators—was approaching fast, and was here,
past and away, followed almost immediately by its sudden burst=
ing roar and electrifying rush of air. The cffect on the s Lors
wiis no less clectrifving, ‘Those who had not ducked down were
on their feet, and an appreciative murmaur of incredulous comment
and mervous laughter rose oveér all the airfield—the first such
spontancous reaction during the whole of the show.

Upward rolls, & vertical reverse, and a circuit—and Duke was
climbing again. After the massed fly-past, the commentator
announced, the Hunter pilot would artempt a second time to
produce a sonic bang. The final scheduled event on the pro-
gramme—the fiy-past of jet fighter aircraft of the NATO countries
—then began with a stream of 76 Meteors, Thunderjets and
Sabres followed and finally R.C.AF, Sabres and the Venoms of
and A.T.A.F., the rotal number of aircraft ﬂl}-u}g over being 275§,

In the space berween two formations of 7 hunderjets came
Duke's second—and successfully audible—supersonic dive. Again
he could be seen high above, moving rapidly across the blue back-
cloth, and again he left vapour-puffs behind him, two together
and o separate smaller one, After an agonizingly Iug penod of
waiting, these were reflected in a satisfying loud and clear double
kang, followed by a third, more subducd.

Thus, with a representative fly-past of existing NATO jet
fighters, and # supersonic foretaste of a future NATO aircraf, the
1953 air display came to a close, after four hours of superlative
fiving. Much credit must go to the Royal Netherlands Air Force,
and in particular to the organizers of the display—for the compli-
cated timing of the long show was good—and to the air forces of
the scven jcipating nations.

The wnptl:f" experienced a final first-hand ex Eh of the
Hunter's performance the following when, as Flight's Gemini
was being moved out of Soesterberg’s No, 2 hangar, uke roared
away on take-off, circled, made a low fast pass and headed for
home. We were still clearing met. and air traffic control when the
Hawker technicians remaining came in o check that the Hunter
had arrived safely at Dunsfold. . .. K.T.0O,



